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On the Infinite and Eternal 
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Being an Angwen to 


Mr. Eben Hewlett's EEE; 


Wberein he aſſerts, that Our Lord Feſas Chriſt 
a Creature, and. that they. 
Doctrine of his Merits, and Sari gfaction by bi 
- Sufferings and Death, is an abominable Lye z _ 
1 | 75 ee e againſt - God and bis Son Jeſus = 0 25 
1 _ Chriſt, an Enemy to the Holy Scriptures and his. - 
| Majeſty king George, the Royal Family, and a! TE. 8 4 
true 3 ; 45 alſo a Hindrance fo * * 
Salvation. JJ 
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Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and meritorious Per- 
formances of Chriſt for the datisfaction and Salvation 25 
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; 8 811 OULD not have once 1 
8 52 to ſend my Thoughts to publicx 
vVoiew, concerning the Knowledge 


een and Glory of the Eternal Trinity, 
had I not read Mr. Eben Hewlhett's Book in- 
titled Satisfaction by the Merits of ra lats Blaſe 
pbemy ' againſt God, &c. nor can I make any 
farther Apology for my writing on this My. 
ſtery, if the following Reaſons are not re- 
ceived in my Favour: 

I. In reading the Book above- men tioned, 3 
was much ſurpriſed both at the Title of the 
Book and the Doctrine therein contain'd, as 

alſo at the ſubtile Arguments and Reaſonings 
laid down, with a great many Scripture- Texts 
made uſe of, to juſtify the Truth of the Doc- 
trine aſſerted; and had I not believed, that the 
Texts made uſe of were either taken i in a lite- 
ral or -reſtrained Senſe, drawn from a Belief _ 
that the Eternal Son of God was only a Crea 
ture, I muſt have acknowledged the Truth a 
the Propoſitions. 
II. The Gentleman before man con. 
plain'd, that he had printed ſeveral Books, and 
that thoſe Perſons who were more i 
concerned had not as yetanſwer'd one of them, 


5 altho 1 ſome of them had paſs d thro two py" | 
| B an, 
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PREFACE. 


3 Editions: But perhaps thoſe Gentlemen 

thought the Denying a Trinity of Perſons in 
the Godhead was ſuch a harefaced Error in it- 

elf, that it needed no Arguments to confute it; 

[ or perhaps they might believe, that their con- 
troverting ſuch a Divine Truth might give Oc- 
caſion for the farther ſpreading the Error of 
Denying the Trinity, &c. and that it might be 
more believed, at leaſt by 8 Ignorant and 
Mun. Nt 

HI. Mr. Hewlett hf an Anſwer from 
me, to a printed Letter he ſent me, in reply to 
Letter I wrote to him, containing the My 

” Queſtions: ; 2 
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Fin If Chriſt is only the Servant of God, 
and not eſſentially and eternally one God with 
il Fatlier how can he be ſaid to be everlaſt- 

ing, and Ris Throne to endure for ever? 

- Secondly, If Chriſt is a Part of God, I defired . 
to know what Part of the Divine Being he 
was, if not the ſame with his Father in the 
Eſſence of the Eternal Godhead; for it is an ab- 
ſolute Truth with me, that God is a folid Good, 
from whom (as to himſelf) nothing can be | 
pany perfect Good, to whom nothing can 

added? In this Queſtion I find myſelf miſ- 
taken, by miſconſtruing Mr. Hewlett s Words, || 
thinking he had believed Chriſt was a Part of . 
| God: However, he now ſays, If the Docttine 
of the Trinity is true, Chriſt muſt be a Part of | 
See is N een 4 
* . Good. Ts 


vain to imagine that ane Man can be 


| . their enn Salvation? 3 7 A 


* 5 P R E PACE 2 : Ut | 
- Thirdly, Mr. Hewlett lays, Chriſt ſuffered in 
his higheſt Nature, which if acknowledged to 
be any Part of the Divine Being, I then LEY 
to — how any Part of Almighty God can 
r _— 
' Fourthly, If Chriſt be not na God, vi "A 
with his Father, equal in Power and Glory, I. 1 
inquired how we can be ſaid to be united o | 
him, or -ſpiritually/bg 


afted into another 
BR are 1n Ghriſt; 5 7 
Hi. W is not really God, nail +=. 
hi XR Lier in reſpect of his Godhead then t 2 4 


tly in my Opinion) tis no 


8 1 — 7 Lackey to offer up Prayers:to-God in Iz - 
His. Name, and then for my 1 
| Tee how I (not to ſay Von) Ein de e 


own Part I cannot Y 


- Sixthly, If choline of — «h he, 
1 Chriſt; is Blaſp againſt God, atk * 
I ſhould die in a — A1 fit, men 

can I look for bat Deſtruction, nn 
with all thoſe who have died in the conſtant 
Belief of it, together with all thoſe Martyrs .- 
who have ſuffered the worſt of Deaths for be= 
lieving in Chriſt, and conſequently that hs 
Death and Suffering were the roexitprigueCuRe 
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IV. Altho' I "Fr not 2 ü cout” 5 
wiſh, and which may be cxpetted from one thay...» 
e Addreſſed to Mr. III. 
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8 PREFACE 
attempts to white on ſo ſublime and infinite E 
Subject as the Trinity, yet if I may but caſt one 
Mite into the Treaſury of Chriſtian Light and 
| Knowledge in the Way of Salvation, which may 
1 be received as a Token of true Chriſtian Love, 
and may any way promote the Belief and · true 
37! © Worſhip of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
111 as one God, I ſhall then have no Reaſon to 
regret my writing the following Epiſtle. 

V. Another Reaſon which induced me to 
write on this Subject was, to try if I could do 
any thing to vindicate the Belief of the glo- 

I rious Trinity, and particularly the Divinity, 
Perſon, and meritorious Performances of Chriſt 
from that Aſperſion and Degradation, which 
Each as deny his Divinity, &c. are ſubject to, 
1 88 and confidently affirm, vis. That the Doctrine 
of the Merits and Satisfaction by Chriſt is Blaſ- 
BET  phemy againſt God, &c. Now altho' I dare 
14 nat ſay 5.6 far this Doctrine may lead a Perſon 
«0 towards the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, yet this 
lam ſure of, that whoſoever denies Chriſt i in 
N his Perſon, Doctrine, Life, Miracles, or meri- 
:11% torious Perf rmances, Ge. runs a great Riſque, 
41! becauſe 3 5 aid, «Thoſe that deny him 
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dais holy Angels; and. then every true 
= Chriſtian muſt know the fatal Conſequence, 
x for altho' our Lord has ſaid, He that ſp peaks : 
Ss. + eth againſt me ſhall be” forgiven,” tat As. 
mY upon his Repentance, yet whoever ſpeaketh 
a giainſt and willfully denieth the Teſtimony of 
we Holy Ghoſt, n the Divinity, Sc. 
* 3 £0 1 S | | of . 
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5 tſſmall be denied by his Father, and before 0 


M who: (earneſtly defire to oy theTruth as it 


PREFACE: 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is (Fs am fully per- | 


— in eternal danger. 

VI. The laſt Reaſon I re to offer is by 
way of Complaint, in reſpect of thoſe who 
believe not a Trinity, Sc. and ſuch as believe a 
Trinity yet live contrary to it ; but eſpecially 
thoſe Perſons, who not only deny the Being of a 
Trinity, but likewiſe ſay the Satisfaction by the 


meritorious Performances of Chriſt is a blaſ- 


phemous Doctrine. And let any true Chriſtian 
judge if there is not great Reaſon to complain; 


for take away the Foundation of Salvation, and 


what can the Righteous do? to wit, take away 
the Knowledge and Belief of the Divinity, me- 


Titorious Satisfaction, Gc. of avi and wan, 


muſt we look for Salvation? 

Therefore, however any one may flight, 
condemin, diſregard and cenſure this my Pros 
duction, I ſhall yet be allowed to complain, c. 


for the Diſhonour done to the Lord Jeſus, by 
thoſe who confidently affirm he is no more than 


a Creature, But, my Friends, ſhould you be 


miſtaken (as I am Cticfied you are) alas! of 
what fatal Conſequence will it prove! Here I 
could enlarge, but forbear for the Reaſon men- 
tioned in the following Epiſtle. 
if you, my Friends, can be ſatisfied to live and | 
die ignorant of the divine Operation of the Faw 


But after all, 


ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as one God, 


Gar Souls, J for my own. Part willingly ſubmit , 
.the Diſpute to be determined in the deciſive 


Day of our Lord Jeſus; heartily wiſhing, that 5 


is 


” PREFACE. 
if. is in;Chriſt; may be led to the ſure Way af 


tion and ravithing Enjoyment of the Father, 
. Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as one God, for ever. 
* My 2 is alſo to you, my F 1 
2 ! believe the Being and Glory of the Eternal 
Trinity, Se. for what will it avail, if your 
1 Lives and Converſations are not agrecable to 
your Profeſſion? And ſhould you die ignorant 
of a divine Principle of Life, derived fromChriſt, 
- or the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, younthe-: 
lieving Divine Truths will but aggravate your 
Miſery in another World: But God forbid you 
ſhould live and die ignorant of the true Know- 
- ledge of thoſe Things which — to aur 
£28 everlaſting A 
And now, dear Chriſtian Brethren: (may FT 
4 have a Name with you as ſuch in Chriſt) you 
who not only believe the Union and Subſiſt- 
ence of the Almighty Trinity, c. but alſo are 
Aatisfied, that you have the Work of a divine 
- Regeneration, by the almighty united Power 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as one 
God, upon your precious Souls! ' Oh! How 
| may you rejoice in the Eternal Son of God as 
your God, one with the Father and the Holy 
hoſt for ever! I think there is no Reaſon to 
_ complain of you, | becauſe I believe you conti- 
nually complain of yourſelves, that your Faith 
in and Love to Chriſt is no greater, and that 
you are no more like him; wiſhing and pray- 
7 '$ . 5 ing, you could love him ten thouſand times 
more, and obey his COA” more Pet... 
WILL 
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everlaſting Life, till they come to the full Pr rui- 
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with Love and Delight: Nay, do you not- 
grieve, that you have been ſo deficient in your 
Duty ſince you have known Chriſt, and that 
| you have done no more to promote the Ho- 
nour, Glory, and*Worſhip of the Father, Son, - 
and HolyGhoſt? In aWord, do you not mourn, 
that you have done no more for the Glory of _ 
God and the Good of Mankind, and that you 
are no more fit to appear before him, longing - 
to be in that Place where is no . or 
Complaint? And, : 
Dear Chriſtians, do you not pour out y 


Complaints before God i in reſpect of thoſe _ 


are deluded in their Religion, and particularly 
on account of thoſe who deny the Being and 
Unity of the Holy and Eternal Trinity, and 
ſay . your dear Redeemer and God is no 
more than a Creature? I ſay, do you not pity 
and pray for ſuch Perſons, eſpecially thoſe who 
deſire to be kept from all Deluſion; and do 
you not grieve, that Chriſt is no better loved, 
and his Word no more obeyed by an unkind 
World, for whom he has ſuffered ſo much, to 
merit Salvation for them, even all them that 
ſubmit to him? In a Word, could you not wiſh, / 
with Jeremiab (chap. ix.) that “ your Head 


„were Waters, and your Eyes a Fountain of 


ee Tea Sc. .and with St. Paul, Rom. ix. 


. could you not (tho not in ſo high a Degree) 


at certain Times lay yourfelyes down at the Feet 


of your Lord, and mourn to death (were it his = 


Will) that you have no more Company in the, 


8 to * and that there are ſo few. 
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Chile who ſeem : to be in the ſure Way to 
obtain a Place in that Kingdom 

I now. earneſtly intreat a continual Intereſt 
in the Prayers of all ſuch Chriſtians who are 
in Chriſt (according to his Divinity) by Faith 
and Love; and that I may with them "be led 
into and embrace every divine Truth as it is in 


Chriſt, and always follow them in Faith and 
Patience, until I meet them 1 in the e 


World. 5 

If there 3 is any. thing i in the following Epiſtle 
-which is pleaſing to God, or may be any way 
{beneficial to the ſpiritual and eternal Good of 
Mankind, I ſhall eſteem myſelf 5 recome 
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4 my Anfiver to your's ; but Sir, 1 hope 


pute with a Gentleman of ſo much Erudition 
as I am inform'd you are Maſter of, much leſs 
to convince you, that the Doctrine of the Holy _ 


lieved by every one who expects Salvation 
_ our Lord Jeſus as Chriſt ſeeing you poſitively 
firm, that the Doctrine of a Trinity is an 1 
minable Lye, "Beſides, I have never Wt 
4 E 75M 9 


Me. Bon x Hewi re, &e. 3 
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28 Received your's the roth f 
October laſt, but did not expect 'Z 3 
it printed. I acknowledge it as 

a Favour that you was pleaſed *. 

> anſwer my Queſtions : And 

yon ſeem — a kind manner to 2 


ou don't imagine that I, having no Learn 
ihe b. but Engliſd, am qualified to manage a Diſ- 


Trinity is a divine Truth, and ought to be be- 


— — 


2 7 houghts concerning the Eternal Trinity.” \ 


uted with any Perſon about the Trinity, nor 
pus I ever read any Book concerning it, ex- 
. cept a ſmall Treatiſe and ſome Letters: Of 
which I remember no more than this one Sen- 
tence, If Chriſt is not God, then 'tis Idolatry 
to worſhip him; Ws Sir, abſolutely affirm, 
that our Lord Chriſt is no more than a Crea- 
ture, which is aſtoniſhing beyond my Concep- 
tion, and at once confounds not only myReaſon, 
but my Faith alſo, if I have any that is truly 
fix'd upon Chriſt, as my 92 Mediator and 
Redeemer. 
Pray, Sir, if Chriſt is no more than a Crea- 
ture, why were all the Angels of God com- 
manded to worſhip him? Did they worſhip 
him only as a Creature? God forbid any one 
ſhould dare to ſay ſo; for this in my Opinion is 
direct Blaſphemy againſt God, and admits of 
the Popiſh Religion in the his gheſt Degree of 
Idolatry, is againſt the very Eſſence of the Pro- 
 teſtant Religion, and conſequently opens the 
Way for every vile Rebel to join with the 
blood-thirſty Papiſt to dethrone our lawful 8o- 
vereign King GEORGE, whom God evermore 
preſerve, and to root out the Power and Go 
vernment of him and all his royal Family from 
all the Britiſb Dominions: Tis likewiſe, in 
my Account, Blaſphemy againſt the Name and 
Perſon of Chriſt, for any one to ſay he is no 
more than a Creature, who is. ſaid by the Holy x 
Ghoſt to be God over all, bleſſed for evermore., 
nder theſe Conſiderations, let any true 
Qtviſtian Proteſtant Og whether your Do- 
trine 5 


* 


Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 3 


trine is not repugnant to the Word of God, 


and what a Hindrance the Believing our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to be but a Creature, is to our Sal- 
vation. Tis true, Sir, you have ald, that Chriſt 
is our Creator, but then you ſay God created 
him, and he created all things: But may I be 


. believed I tremble at the Thoughts of calling 


Chriſt my Creator, and at the ſame time to be- 
lieve he is only a Creature! But you, Sir, ſay 1 
am ignorant and blind, and that vou are ſent of 
God to open my Eyes. Indeed T muſt con- 
feſs that my Eyes are more open than ever, 
not to fee Chriſt is no more than a Creature, 
but more fully to believe in the glorious Tri- 


nity, and that He is, with the Father and the 


Holy Ghoſt, one Almighty God; for I know 
of no Word in Scripture (except taken in a li- 
teral or reſtrained Senſe) in which is the leaſt 
Intimation of Chriſt being a Creature; for in 
his Incarnation J can find nothing but the mi- 
raculous Power of an infinite God uniting the 
Manhood to the Godhead: Therefore were 
I now to believe the Doctrine you advance, it 
might put me into an eternal Confuſion, to 
know which Way any Creature can be made 
a Creator. Pray, Sir, was it by an Almighty 
Power inherent in Chriſt as the Son of God, 

or was it by an Almighty Power comftnunicated/ 


to him by the Father? If the former, it con- 


founds all my Thoughts to underſtand how: | 
Almighty Power can be conjoined with a mere 
Creature: If the latter, it muſt put me into 
* Confuſion to * bow Almighty God can 

C 2 won 
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4 Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 
communicate his creating Power to any Crea- 
ture. 3 5 LO e S697 Lou 
This is as great a Myſtery to me, as the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, which teaches 
us to believe, That God is really in the Crea- 

tures of Bread and Wine. You may remeni- 
ber, Sir, you charged the Trinitarians (as-you- 
was pleaſed to call thoſe, who believe Chriſt 
to be the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed Trinity). 
with faying, Chriſt is a Part of God; which 
is a mere ſophiſtical Turn, for twould be Non- 
ſenſe in us to ſay Chriſt is a Part of God, who 
hold that he is the ſecond Perſon in the God- 
head, equal in Power and Glory with the Fa- 

ther and Holy Ghoſt, One Almighty God; 
therefore, as I think, Sir, you muſt be miſ- 

taken. Beſides, you know I faid in my 

Letter, that God was a ſolid Good, from 
whom, as to himſelf, nothing can be parted ; 

a perfect Good, to whom nothing can be 

added; which Propoſition you forgot, or 1 

rather think you did not like to anſwer. 
Perhaps, Sir, you will now fay, as Il own a 

Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, I ought 
to demonſtrate how three Perſons can fubſiſt 
and be but one God: But I think I may fay, 

with infinite leſs Hazard than you did of 
_ Chriſt, that he had no Share in being God) 
that human Reaſon has no Share in pretending; 
oh to define the Almighty Trinity; and that 
bdeere are eternal Reaſons with God, for what 
= he is, and what he does, which human Rea- | 
; Jon cannot comprehend, which yet muſt be 


ſubject | 
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Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trintty. 5 
ſubject to a divine Faith to believe, or my 
Soul muſt be in the utmoſt Danger; for ſhould 


I once pretend by human Reafon to define the 
ſublime Truth of: the infinite Godhead, I 


might ſoon loſe my Reaſon and Soul alſo. 


Vou know, Sir, what the Word of God fays, 
«« Canft thou by ſearching find out theAlmigh- 
ty? It is as high as Heaven, what canſt thou 
do? Deeper than Hell, what canſt thou know ?” 
O may I therefore know how to worſhip the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as one God, 


and my God. Who will ſay I may not have 


a Place in Heaven, while 1 believe in the 
gracious Trinity, three Perſons, . and but one 
God, becauſe I believe they have but one 
Will; which. 1 am of opinion no Man can 


fairly diſprove ? Should it be demanded, W/, 


there are three diſtin Names mentioned in 
the Trinity, that is no Argument with me, 
that there is or can be any Superiority in the 


Perſons of the Godhead; for which Name We 


ever pines . the Father, Son, or Holy 
do ever agree in the Agency f 


pervert Ya og in performing all Things 
as one God, in creating, redeeming, and go- 
| verning all Things, both in Heaven and Earth: 
So that I believe, whether the Father is named 
as Creator, the Son as Redeemer, and the. 
Holy Ghoſt as the Giver of Life, 'tis equally - 
the fame; for the Father, Son, and Holy ö 
74 Ghoſt, having but one Will, nothing can bs 
—_ u one God. Therefore if I * any true 2 


F aith 


. 


8 Tights concerning the Brernal Trinity... 


Faith in the ever bleſſed Trinity, I muſt con- 
clude, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
(having but one Will) is the moſt high God; 
however contrary this bleſſed Doctrine ay 
appear to human Reaſan. _ 
- Beſides, it farther appears a plain Truth to 
me, that there are three Perſons in the God- 
head, and but one God, from the Powers that 
are in my own Soul; becauſe my Judgment, 
Will, and Affections are three diſtinct Powers, 
and yet agree in the Agency of performing 
every Action in Life, having but one Will 


and one Soul: Which is another plain Evi- 


dence to me, that there are three Perſons in 
the Godhead, and but one God, notwith- 

ſtanding whatever may be or has deen ſaid for 
or againſt the bleſſed Trinity, or the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt being but one God. I 
hope every one, wha, deſires to ſee Heaven 
with Joy, will agree in this, that there is no 
Salvation for us in Heaven, except we are 
created in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo derive our Life 
natural, - ſpiritual, and eternal, from him. 
Surely then he muſt be our everlaſting Father 
and God, becauſe we derive our everlaſting 

Life from him; for he is, according — oj 
Divine Word, The Fountain of ſpiritual and 
eternal Life. st. Jobn ſays, in his firſt Epiſtle, 

He that hath the Son, bath Life; and be that 
hath not the Son of God, hath not Lie. Agree- 
able to this, is what our Lord ſays of him- 
ſelf, Tam the Vine, ye are the Branches, John. xv. 
ang again. he fays, 1 am the Tie, 5 1 
8 


9 Fhoughts concerni ng the Eternal Trinity. 
It would be endleſs to mention all the Texts of 


Scripture which (except perverted): evidently- - 1 
prove, that Chriſt is both the Author and 


Giver of ſpiritual and eternal Life. To as 


“ many as believe in him, he gives Power to 


„ become the Sons of God. P 


I am ſorry, Sir, you ſhould once mention our 


| being united to Chriſt as a creating: Creature, 
and alſo inſinuate we are no otherwiſe united 


to him than one Chriſtian is toanother, This 
s to me like a Banter upon our bleſſed 
Union with Chriſt, and trifling with the 
greateſt Article of the Chriſtian Religion; 
to wit, our deriving ſpiritual Life from him, 
as the F ountain of Life; for tis my Opinion, 
_ is no true Chriſtian but what will own _ 
they have received their ſpiritual Life from 
Chriſt, according to the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 8t. Paul ſays, the Life that he li- 
ved was by Faith in the Son of God. | He alſo 
tells us, the Epbeſians were quickened by him, 
who were before dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin; 
likewiſe that he is in his People the Hope of © 
Glory, and frequently ſpeaks of them that are 
in Chriſt. :© "7 
Quibble to mention our being united to a Crea- 


ture, as the Soul is to Chriſt ; for all who. 


are to have a Place in Heaven ans be . united 


to him by a Divine Principle whilſt they are 


on Earth. How many hundred ScriptureTexts 


could I here name, to prove the Truth of this 


Doctrine, that all who are born for the King- 


Jana! of f God, cre their en or Þiritual 


Life 


Therefore it appears to me a mere 
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8 Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 
2 Life from Chriſt; And now, Sir, I aſk you 
if any one can think St. Pau! could i in any De- 
gree be our ſpiritual Father, like unto Chriſt, 
im giving Life to the Soul? Surely, Sir, you 
are greatly miſtaken, in comparing our Lord 


Chriſt with the Apoſtle, although you allow 


him (in your Senſe) to be in an infinite De- 
above him; for it is a plain Truth with 


me, that your Similitude i 1s as infinitely be- 


neath Chriſt, as Earth is to Heaven. Good 


God! What a Degradation is this to the Name 


: and Perſon of thy dear Eternal Son, to be com- 


with a — Creature! The Lord of 
natural, ſpiritual, and eternal Life, to be com- 
pared with a dying Mortal! Oh! who, that 


truly love Chriſt as they ought, can entertain 
the leaſt Thoughs of his hems, no more than 
2 Creature! Or who can dare pray to God in 
. Abraham's Name, as they do in the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! Surely thoſe that are 
new Creatures in him, do pray to him as God, 
In whom they live in this World, and have 
eternal Life in the next; and as he is the 


ſecond Perſon in the eternal Godhead. ' And 


I believe that all the Apoſtles, and all the Fa- 


thers in Chriſt fince, with all true: Martyrs, 


(who did not ſuffer for believing the Merits. of 


Chriſt, as you, Sir, was pleaſed to conſtrue 


my Words in your own Way, "when had no 
ſuch Thought, but died for Chriſt, and in 


the conſtant Belief that the Sufferings and 


Death of Chriſt were the meritorious Satisfac- 
tion for their everlaſting * are all now 


"FS 


& 3 
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ou ſhining Stars in the heavenly Glory : I am al- 
e- ſo of Opinion, that there is no true Miniſter 
ſt, | of Chriſt, who does not believe both the Divi- 
_ nity of, and SatisfaCtion by Cn to be divine 
rd eternal Truths. 

WW But you, Sir, have preſumed to affete: it would 
e be Cruelty i in God to puniſh his on innocent 
th Son for theOffences of others, thereby cauſing the 
_ Juſt to ſuffer for the Unjuſt ; yet I hope you 
od will allow St. Peter's Words to be true, who = 
ne ſpeaking of Chriſt ſaid, the Juſt ſu ffered for | 
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of Chriſt for all Sinners, Parry tells us, that 
the Lord laid upon him the Iniquity of us all, 
and that his Soul (including his Body) was made 


rinthians, that Chriſt was made Sin for us, &c. 
In ſhort, I believe his Sufferings were ſo inex- 
preſſibly great and inſupportable, that had lie 
not been God as well as Man, and by his al- 
mighty Power ſupported the human Nature 


. 


Cannot be fairly proved, that there is any Cru- 
elty in God's puniſhing his on innocent Son; 
eſpeei ally when *tisconfider'd as an Act of Love, 


what is done in Love, by Choice and Engage- 
ment? any more than w. en a King is deter- 


mined to deſtroy all his Subjects who have of- 


under his Sufferings, he muſt have ſunk under 
the Burden of them. I conclude therefore it 


> IJ * SE tended 


the Unjuſt, Moreover, the Prophet 1/arah (in : 
chap. hii.) ſpeaking at large of the Sufferings 


an Offering for Sin.“ And St. Paul tells the c.. 5 


— 


by a ſolemn Agreement between God the Fu ; 
ther and his Eternal Son, to fave a condemned - 
World: For what Cruelty can there be in 
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10 Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 


(according to which he defi 
niſhed all his Subjects) is now ſatisfyd by the 


fended him (except ſome Expedient can be 


found out, whereby his Wrath may be appeaſed, 


and his Juſtice ſatisfied) and therefore conſults. 
with his only Son what is to be done in this 


Affair (for he, being the civil Father of his. 


4 People, is moved with Compaſſion towards his 


offending Subjects, and is unwilling to ſtrike 
the fatal Blow) who, being moved with Love 


and Pity the ſame as his Father, offers himſelf 


freely to ſuffer any Puniſhment that his Father 
will pleaſe to lay upon him, that he may redeem 
the People from the impending Deſtruction: 
Pray, Sir, wherein appears the leaſt Cruelty. in 


the King's puniſhing his own innocent Son, 
| who never offended him, for the Offences of 5 


his criminal Subjects 3 fince it was a Covenant 
agreed upon in Love, between the Father and 


Son, to ſave a whole Nation And as no one, 


I believe, can any way prove this to be an Act 


of Cruelty | in. an earthly King, how much leſs. 


can it be fairly proved to be an Act, of Cruelty 
in the King of Heaven and Earth, to puniſh 


his own innocent Son, when it was agreed upon 


by a Stipulation of Love, that Chriſt ſhould ſuf- 
fer and die, to fave a ond World? Now 

upon Conſideration, the King's Son before men- 
tion'd has ſuffer d the full Puniſhment which 
his Father determined in reſpect of his crimi- 
nal Subjects, the Demand of the Father's Juſtice 
ed to have pu- 


Sufferings of his dear Son, and his wrathful 
e e he therefore cauſes a Pro- 
5 clamation 


Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. r 
clamation to be made throughout all his Do- 
minions, that thoſe who repent of the Offences 
they have committed againſt him, and promiſe - 
faithful Obedience for the future, ſhall have 
free Pardon, and enjoy the King's Favour; as 
tho' .they had never offended him : After all 
this is effected, who can ſay it is not a merito- 
rious Performance of the King's Son, thus to 


ſuffer for othggs Offences, and to purchaſe their 


Lives and Liberties by his own Sufferings; and 
that it is not a greater Act of Love, both in the 
Father and Son, than if the King had pardon'd 
his offending Subjects without his Son's ſuffer- 
ing for them? And can any one think, that 
theſe Subjects believing in the Love and me- 
ritorious Performances of the King's Son, will 
have anyTendency to corrupt the People, and 


cauſe them to commit new Offences againſt 


their Sovereign ? They muſt certainly be worſe 
than Brutes, who will make ſuch a bad Uſe of 
the greateſt Love. Now, Sir, how agreeable 
to this Performance of the Kine? s Son are all 


the Sufferings of our Lord Chriſt, the Eternal 


Bon of God, meritorious beyond the Expreſſi- 
ons of Men and Angels, to purchaſe eternal 


Life for all ſuch as repent, and allow themſelves 


in no ſecret Sin, but are ſeeking to pleaſe God 
m all that they do, both in Heart and Life! 
And ſurely no Perſons, who love Chriſt, can 


make fo bad a Uſe of his meritorious Suffer- 
ings, as to hurt either their moral or divine 


Performances ; nay, can they do any thing . 


ou than more earneſtly to love and obey 


D = Chri bt 


12 Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity, 
Chriſt, in all that he calls them to do 2 
ſuffer 1 e Bat 
| -* You, Sir, have ſaid, that thoſe who main- 
| tain the Doctrine of the meritorious Satisfac- 
tion of Chriſt's Sufferings and Death for Sin- 
ners, want Charity to God; but it is my ab- 
ſolute, Opinion, that thoſe who are united to 
Chriſt by Faith and Love, the more they de- 
nd on his meritorious Perforgaances: They 
muſt love God more than othefs, becauſe he 
gave his dear Son out of his eternal Boſom to 
ſuffer and die, to redeem their Souls from 
Wrath and eternal Ruin. And St. ohn abſo- 
lately affirms the ſame in his Goſpel, Chap. iii. 
faying, Ged ſo loved the Werld, that be gave bis 
only begetiten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
And again, Rev. i. he fays, Chri/t loved vs, and 
waſhed us from our Sins, &c. He is alſo ſaid 
to love us unto the Death. And St. Peter ſays, 
We are redeemed and bought by bis Blood. And 
if there is nothing of Merit 75 all this, what 
Confidence can we put in the HolyScriptures | ? 
| We are likewiſe told by John the Baptiſt with 
great Admiration, that Chriſt is the Lamb of 
God, which zaketh away the Sins of the World. 
But above all, I am under an eternal Obliga- 


tion to belioue what our bleſſed Lord himſelf -- 


hath ſaid, Greater Love hath no Man than this, 
that a Man lay down his Life for bis Friends, 
Jobn xv. I is (as I take the Meaning of 
his Words) he died to ranſom repenting Sin- 
| ners from the Divine Wrath, and to make 

op. them 
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them the Friends of God for ever. And if 


there is no Merit in what Chriſt has done and 
ſuffered, then where is his own Reward, and 
| how can we be rewarded for any thing we do; 


ſince he himſelf faith, Ve can do nothing with- 
out him? Therefore as we obey his Commands 
through his Grace, ſo are we ſure to have his 


and his Father's Love; and as he has redeemed 


our Perſons and Services to be accepted with 


God, fo has he purchaſed for us a Reward, 


even a ſure Inheritance in Heaven. And now 
who, that truly loves Chriſt, will not ſay with 
me, all that they are now, and all the Good 

that they have done and do, and whatever 
they are to enjoy in the heavenly World, is 


the free Gift of God, according to- the meri- 


torious Performances of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 


Therefore whatever Tendency the Doctrine 


abovenamed may have to corrupt the maj - 
ples or Morals of hypocritical. Profeſſors, 


I believe it can have no Influence on ſuch a 


truly love God, who by Conſequence muſt 
love him more than others; for the more they 
underſtand the Love of God in Chriſt to them, 
and depend on his meritorious Performances, 
they muſt alſo be- inflamed with greater Love 
to Chriſt, and conſequently will endeavour to 
be more and more like him, obeying all his 
Commands, from a Principle of divine Love 


derived from him. And if we will allow that | 
common Saying to be true, that Love begets 
Love, however this juſt Rule may be perver- . 


ted 1 in a natural, I am ſure 1 it is ever true in a 
- ſpiritual | 
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ſpiritual Senſe, between God and his People; 
wherefore I conclude, that a true Believing 
in the Merits of Chriſt, is a ſovereign Anti- 
dote againſt all Deſpair, and a charming Mo- 
tive to love God, and obey him for ever. 
I do not fay, Sir, if you believe not this 
Doctrine, you are ignorant and blind (as you 
aid I was) but this I may ſay, that any one 
muſt wink very hard who does not ſee (accord- 
ing to the Divine Word, although the Word 
Merit is not found in it) that the meritorious 
Performances of the eternal Son of God is an 
adequate Satisfaction for the Pardon of Sins, 
to all thoſe who truly repent, and believe in a 
dear Redeemer. If you, Sir, believe not this 
Doctrine to be a Divine Truth, I affure you 
J am heartily ſorry for you; for I proteſt, did 
I not believe the Merits of Chriſt to be an eter- 
nal Truth, I ſhould never expect to — the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
I think, Sir, this Doctrine will 8 a 
moſt evident Truth by the Teſtimony of 
thoſe who, according to their own Experience, 
have felt the killing Torments of a wounded 
and bleeding Conſcience, with the Arrows 
(or Wrath) of the Almighty ſticking and cor- 
roding in the Soul, and at the ſame time the 
flaming Sword of divine Juſtice brandiſhed 
before the Eyes of their Underſtanding, ready 
to disjoin che Soul from the Body, and plunge 
it down into eternal F lames; add to this, one 
in this Plight, being ignorant of the Merits 


and 3 of Chriſt, is * te 
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Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 15 
leaſe God with his own Performances, but can 
find no Satisfaction till it pleaſes God; in his 


infinite Mercy, by his Holy Spirit, to apply 


the Righteouſneſs and meritorious Performan- 
ces of Chriſt to the wounded Soul. This, m 

Friend, is the never-failing ſovereign Oil, that 
heals all the Wounds of a broken Heart, This 
is the Balm of Gilead, that works an eternal 


Cure. Now what Man who has any true 


Love to Chriſt, will ſay, that this is not a Sa- 


tisfaction to the laſt Degree? For my own Part, 


I deſire nothing more than the Application oft 


this divine Cordial (the meritorious Love and 
Righteouſneſs of a dear een in my dy- 


ing Moments. 


But tuch as deny his Divinity, ay He has! 
merited nothing for us, and that he himſelf is 
a Creature ; although they allow at the ſame 
time, that he has created all Things. Lord, 


what a monſtrous Falfity is this! For if he 
created all Things, by Conſequence he muſt 
have created himſelf, which you, Sir, muſt 
know is impoſſible. Sir, if I do not write ſo 


plain Engliſb now to you as you ſaid you did 


to me, yet I muſt aſſure you I write the 
Truth as I believe in Chriſt, being ſure, ac- 


cording to our Lord's own Words, No M . 
Houeth the Son but the Father, nor can he 


know he is his eternal Son, and what he has 
merited for him, except the Father reveal it 


to him; Neither knoweth any Man the 
Father fave the Son, and he to whomſoever 
: 6e. the Son will reveal him; “ nor can he know 
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16 Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 
either the Love of the Father, or how the Fa- 
ther has accepted the meritorious Performances 
of Chriſt for Sinners. Agreeable to this is 
what St. Paul ſaid to the Corinthians, No Man 
can know Y ęſus is the Lord, but by the Holy + 
G Nor can any one of the moſt learned 
favingly know the infinite Trinity, except he 
has had the Operation of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, as one God, upon his own Soul; 
nor can he fo well know the meritorious Per- 
formances of a dear Redeemer, but by an ex- 
perimental Application of all that he has done 
for his Satisfaction and Salvation. Wherefore 
I conclude, that had I the whole Syſtem of 
human Learning at my. Command, were I 
alſo Maſter of all Manner of ſophiſtical Ar- 
guments, and had likewiſe in my Head a Con- 
cordance derived from the divine Books, ſo 
that I could bring a Multitude of Texts to 
back my ſophiſtical Arguments, and thereby 
could baffle the moſt ſubtile Diſputants, alas! 
what would this avail, were I to die ignorant 
of my being united to and deriving fpiritual 
Life from the eternal Son. of God, and of the 
Application of his meritorious Performances 
for my Salvation? I really believe there will be 
no Place in Heaven for me, nor any other 
Perſon, who dies wilfully rejecting the Divinity 
and Merits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, + © 
_ » Thus far, Sir, you have my Thoughts, ac- 
cording to my preſent Capacity, touching the 
Divinity and meritorious Performances of the 
eternal Son of for the Redemption, Sa- 
. 1 tisfaction, 
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„„ tisfaction, and Salvation of Mankind: But 
es you have ſaid I am ignorant and blind, and 
=> that you are ſent of God, &c. Certainly if you 
n are ſent of God, you muſt have received the 
ly Holy Ghoſt, and conſequently muſt know the 

d Difference of Truth and Error; ; 'twill there= 
le fore be kind to ſhew me the Difference be- 
d | tween that ſpiritual and heavenly Light which 
l; KK the Holy Ghoſt reveals to the Children of God; 
pol. and that glaring falſe Light Satan (when he 
* has transformed himſelf in Shew like the An- 
„% gel of Light) who always deceives the hypo- 
re . critical Profeſſor with the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
of fatal Deluſion: Wherefore I beg in a particular 
1 Manner, that you will ſhew me how I ſhall 

[i know the Light, Gifts, and Graces of the 
i= [Holy Ghoſt, from a Deluſion ; for you know, 
ſo Sir, upon this depends our eternal Salvation: 
to And I had much rather know the Truth of 


one divine Grace in my own Soul, than to 
be Maſter over ten thouſand Diſputants; where- 
fore I again intreat you will pleaſe to ſhew/mie 
how I ſhall know the Truth of the fix follows 
ing Graces: Firſt, A true Repentance from a 
falſe, in what it. chiefly. conſiſts, and when 
known to be that Repentance Which is unto 
Salvation, not to be repented of; - Secondly, How 
the Pardon of our Sins, and a juſtifying or 
faving Faith, may be known from Prefump- 
tion; 7 birdy, How the Peace of God; which _ 
paſſeth all Underſtanding, may be known from 
a. falſe: Peace; Fourthly, How the Truth ef 
| Chrilds Love us, and our Love to him, _ 
55 may) .. 
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18 Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 
may be known from any hypocritical Preten- 
ſion; for without this Knowledge we can nei- 
ther know who he is, or what he is, nor can 
we know that we have derived any ſpiritual 
"Life or new Birth from him; Fiftbiy, How 
the Joys of the Holy Ghoſt may be known 
from that ſpurious or falſe Joy, which hypo- 
critical Herod had, and any hypocritical Pro- 
Yeflor may now have, in os Way of his Re- 
ligion ; Sixthiy, I intreat to have your Thoughts 
concerning the Grace of Afſurance, and how 
wie may know hen we are in n che ſure Way 
| 10 Heaven. 
. +. You ſay, Sir, I appear to you to by ſincere; 
and 1 heartily wiſh you did not appear to me 
to be in a palpable Error, in denying the Di- 
vinity and meritorious Performances of the 
eternal Son of God. I own thyſelf obliged 
to you for your good Opinion of me: tho 
if my Sincerity conſiſts only in a moral Righ- 
teouſneſs, I am in a dangerous Condition; 
but if my Sincerity is Divine, derived from 
- Chriſt by the Holy Ghoſt, I am ſafe: For 
; our Righteouſneſs exceed not the Righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, you know what 
muſt be our Doom. Therefore, ſhould I (not 
to ſay you) die without a. divine Sincerity, 
and a true Application of the Righteouſneſs 
and meritorious Performances of Chriſt}. for 
my Satisfaction and Salvation, it's my Opinion 
1 ſhall be loſt for ever. But, Sir, may not 
bs be miſtaken in nor Doctrine (for you 
know no Man is in _— apy may you nut 
8 8 belere I. 
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believe an Error as well as other Men? And 
ſhould you be miſtaken, and ſnatched away by 
Death, wilfully propagating a Lye (to ſpeak 
in your own Language to me, concerning the: 
Trinity, &c.) alſo teaching the People, that 
the eternal Son of God is no more than a 


Creature, and that he merited nothing for us 
by his Sufferings and Death, nor are they of 


any Satisfaction for our Salvation; in ſhort; 


ſhould the Doctrine you believe at laſt prove 
a Falſity (nothing leſs than which I can ſee 


at preſent) Oh! what an eternal Shock will it 


be to you, when called to appear before God, 
to prove all your Reaſonings and Arguments 

againſt the Divinity and Merits of his dear Son, 
and that he is no more than a Creature! Poor 


Gentleman, ſhould you be called away in the 
Condition abovemention'd, will it not be of 


fatal Conſequence? But I wiſh better 3 
and Things which accompany Salvation. Sir, 
I dare not ſay (as you did to me) that I am 
ſent of God to open your Eyes, but this I can 


truly ſay to you, and all ſuch who are of your 


Way of thinking, eſpecially thoſe who deſire 
to be found in the ſure Way to Heaven, that 
J deſire God will pleaſe to open their Eyes, 
not only to renounce the Deluſion of believing 
his eternal San is no more than a Creature, but 


that they may all know the beſt Way to his 
heavenly Kingdom: And I pray God, that 
the pernicious Error of bclieying our Lord 
PR GT is no more than a Cu lu Sc. may 
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not only be baniſhed from this Nation, but 
from the Face of the whole World. 
Sir, have you not done the higheſt Diſho- 
nour to the eternal Son of God, in calling him 
a Creature, and comparing him in his Ever- 
laſtingneſs to a periſhing Mountain, and in 
faying he muſt be a Part of Gog, if the Doc- 
= of a T rinity is true? In my Opinion this 
Saying is tinctured with an Evaſion, becauſe I 
fay God is a ſolid Good, &c. Therefore I am 
now concerned to know what you mean. by 
laying Chriſt was a Spirit before he took a Body, 
and is no other now. But, Sir, can there be 
two Spirits of God, one created, the other not: 
You alſo fay he ſuffer' d in his higheſt Nature, 
but have neither ſhewed what Sort of Spirit 
he is, nor what is his higheſt Nature, If he 
is a created Spirit, why then do you attribute 
Infinity to his Perſon, as being our ſpiritual 
Father; for in my Opinion it's mere Nonſenfe 
to attribute Infinity to any created Being ? I 
am therefore entirely at a loſs to know what 
Sort of Spirit Chriſt is, for T never heard or 
read of any more than three, viz. the infinite 
Spirit, whom. our Lord fays is God. God is 4 
Spirit, &c. John iv. 24. Who conſequently 
muſt be the third Perſon in the glorious Trinity. 
Neither can I tell what you mean by our Lord's 
higheſt Nature, for I can underſtand no other 
but that he has two Natures, human and Di- 
vine, joined in one Chriſt, who now is, and 


ever will be the ſecond Perſon i in the all-glorious 


I can- * 
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mean Thoughts of our Union with Chriſt? 


I 1 IT 
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Abraham's Name, as well as in the Name of 
Chriſt? If this be the Doctrine that you and 


deliver me from all ſach Teaching, for it ap- 


of God and his eternal Son, alſo the true Faith 


7 | Animoſities, Pride, and 
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I cant, sir, imagine why you ſhould have ſuch 


Surely you muſt forget yourſelf; or can you 
be ſo ignorant of that divine Principle, by 
which the Soul is united to and receives a di- 
vine Light and Life from him, that you ſhould 
compare our Union to Chriſt to be no other 
than to a mortalCreature, and that he is no other 
Way our ſpiritual Father than St. Paul was, 
only in a higher Degree? Again, how could 

you inſinuate, that there is no other Union 
between Chriſt and his eternal Father, than 
there was between him and his Diſciples? 'Alfo 
that our Prayers may be offered to' God in 


your Friends teach, God of his infinite Mercy 


pears to me a very ſtrong Argument for the 
Pope to continue in his impious and ſacril 
Chair. But, Sir, were I capable to hold a 
Diſpute concerning the ever-glorious Trinity 
till Time ſhall be no more, what would it 
avail, unleſs it were to vindicate the Honour 


in Chriſt, and conſequently how we may be 
more like him in all Perfection, till we ſee 
him in Heaven? Alas! my Friend, you know 
all Diſputes without this are lifeleſs, dry, and 
infipid, fit for nothing but to breed Errors, 
gnfuſion amongſt 

Chriſtians ; therefore I now defire to make 
ſome practical Reflections upon what is written 
5 8 5 In 
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in this Epiſtle, concerning the infinite Tri- 
nity, and the meritorious Performances of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - 
And, fri, on the incomprehenſible Myſtery 


of the. glorious, Trinity, that three Perſons do 


really fubſiſt in the Godhead, tho but one 


Almighty God. This Doctrine is as much above 


the Comprehenſion of human Reaſon, as the 
infinite Trinity is above all Creatures, and in 


my Opinion muſt be believed by all who ex- 
pect to have a Place in Heaven; but there is a 
different Sort of religious People, who ſay there 


is no ſuch thing as a Trinity, that it is — 


ſible, and alſo contrary to all human Reaſon, 


for three Perſons to be one almighty God: But 
then it- is not contrary to the Divine Reaſon, 
(which I could now inlarge upon, were not 


this Epiſtle already ſtretch d beyond my firſt. 


Intention) that Almighty God may ſubſiſt as 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in one Godhead, 


according, to his own is Pleaſure; neither is 
this any more contrary to human Reaſon, than 


our Belief of the Myſtery of our being ſpiritu- 
ally born again, and receiving a vital Principle- 


of noel and eternal Life from Chriſt, by 
the Holy Ghoſt, without which we are ſure 
never to enjoy the Kingdom of Heaven. I 


therefore conclude there is no one, who has had 
the Work of Regeneration, by the Operation, 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as one 
God, upon che ggu], that can " wilfully deny a 


Trinity of Per{O8 in. the Godhead ;- and I am 
ny: d * all ſuch Perſons know as much of 


the | 
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the holy Trinity as is requiſite to bring them 
to everlaſting Salvation. O therefore ye bleſſed 
Chriſtians, who believe in the Glory of the 
Eternal Trinity, and are united to the ſecond 
Perſon by a ſpiritual Principle of divine Life, 
how may ye believe, obey, love, rejoice, ad- 
mire and adore the Father, Son, and Holy 


| Ghoſt, as one God, to all Eternity! 


Secondly, On the tranſcendent Pleaſure that. 
flows from a practical Belief of a bleſſed Tri- 
nity, particularly in our being united to the ſe- 
cond Perſon, who was our Immanuel, God with 
us, when on Earth, and the fame now he is in 
Heaven; and what he has promiſed, either as 
| God or Man, he has Power, equal with the 
Father and Holy Ghoſt, to fulfill, to all Eter- 
nity. O happy Souls, who are in Chriſt bye. 
divine Life derived from him, tis you, dear 
Chriſtians, who can appeal to him, in the ſecret 
of your Hearts, as St. Thomas did, faying, 
* My Lord and my God:“ Oh! what an ex- 
Feeding Pleaſure muſt flow from loving, wor- 
ſhipping, and obeying him, together with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever- 
more! And wall not ſuch Chriſtians often long 
to ſee their dear Lord in his heavenly King- 
dom? Bleſſed Souls! what a raviſhing Si * 
will it be for you ever to behold the Man Cheſt 
Jeſus united to the Eternal Son of God, ſhining 
forth in the ever-glorious Trinity with a tranſ- 
cendent. Luſtre, brighter thagy, ten thouſand 
Suns, for ever and ever!» Oh Mow do/all the | 


Dlaſſed now in Heaven, with Raviſhments of 


ver- 
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everlaſting Love and Joy, worſhip the Father, 
Son, and HolyGhoſt, as one God! Dear Reader, 


do you not now long to be preſent with them, 


and to join in the eternal Anthem, © Glory to 
God and to the Lamb, together with the 
Holy Ghoſt, as one God, who ſits upon the 


4 Throne Ei ever and ever ?” 


Thirdly, If there is a Trinity of Perſons in 


the 15 Godhead, as there moſt certainly 
is, and Chriſt is the ſagond Perſon in theTrini- 


ty, what an eternal Spring of Joy muſt ariſe in 


the Breaſt of all ſuch as derive ſpiritual Life 
from Chriſt! Well may they ſay with St. Peter 
(ſpeaking of Chriſt, in his firſt Erie, ch.1. 8.) 
5 "Whom having not ſeen ye love, rejoicing 
with Joy unſpeakable, and full of lory; 
and with the Spouſe, Cant. ii. 3. I fat under 


* his Shadow with great Delight, and his Fruit 
© was ſweet to my Taſte;” alſo with the 


Pſalmiſt (P/. lxxiii.) ** Whom have I in Hea- 
te ven but thee? and there is none upon Earth 

“] defire beſides thee; and again with the 
N. Spoule, Cant. ii. 16. My Beloved is mine, 


and II am his.“ Oh! what a charming . 


ject is Chriſt for them to behold, as the ſecond 
Perſon in the glorious Trinity, who are united 
to him by a Spirit of Faith, Love, and Life! 
Surely ſuch a one may truely. ſay with that 
good old Man whoſe Name is in the Goſpel, 


Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in 


40 Peace, for mine Eyes bave ſeen thy Salvation.” 


17 19 his 


mſporting Pleaſure to one whom 


- 1 | kaew go laid himſelf down at the Feet of | 
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N that he will have a . Feople i this 


A Ng concerning 2 Eternal T. rinity. 275 


his Lord, in the View of his being the ſecond/ 


Perſon of the infinite Trinity, and his merito- 
rious Performances as applied to him for his 
datisfaction and Salvation; then ſaying to him-- 
ſelf, I want to die, pray if it be thy Will, O 
Lord, let me die this Moment. I now aſk if 
any one will dare ſay, that thus believing. in 
the Divinity, Cc. of the Eternal Son of God, 
is Blaſphemy againſt God Almighty? 5 
But, I come now to make ſome practical 
Reflections on the Sufferings and Merits of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and herein a Scene of ever- 
laſting Pleaſure opens to my View, concerning 


| his meritorious Performances for the Satisfaction 
and Salvation of all that love him: But be- 


cauſe there are many Chriſtians who lay claim 
to.the Merits of Chriſt, who have no Right to 


them whilſt they continue in their preſent. 


Condition, I ſhall. therefore endeavour to he 
who have, and who.have not a Right to depend 
on the meritorious Performances of Chriſt, oy 
their Satisfaction and Salvation | 
Firſt, I think ſuch have no Right at all to 
th Merits of Chriſt, who fay they are united 
to and juſtified by him n Eternity. This 


Notion is with me a mere Deluſion; that any 


Creatures ſhould imagine they are united to 
and juſtified by Chriſt, before they have any 


actual Being; a Notion, I fear, which many 


have been deluded With, to their eternal Ruin 
Whether theſe Perſons are 'dgecived? by-theie 


F World, 5 
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World, 1 will not determine; but, ſure I am, t 
this Error needs no Argument to expoſe it, 
it being a certain Truth according to the Di- 1 
vine Word, that no one can have any Benefit in © 

Chriſt, either by the Decrees of God or his Pro- a 

miſes, till they have performed the Conditions 
upon which Salvation is promiſed; and what- 


ever ſuch People may think of the Decrees of 7 
God and his abſolute Promiſes, this is certain, 15 
that till the Soul derives ſpiritual Life from | 
Chriſt, and is united to him by Faith and Love, E 
no one can have any Right to what he is, or ”” 
what he has done to fave Souls: Wherefore | 
I fear, leſt all thoſe, who depend on their Elec- 
tion before their Converſion, will be in the 
greateſt Confuſion, when they come to give up 
their Account before God; for I knew a Man 
of the ſaid Perſuaſion, who when he came to 
die ſaid, I have been learning to die theſe 
_ © forty Years, yet tis now altogether ſtrange to 
me; therefore all he had ſaid before of his 
being juſtified from Eternity, was altogether 
uſeleſs in his dying Moments. How dangerous 
mult it then be, to depend on any thing ſhort 
of our being new Creatures in Chriſt, united to 
tim by Faith and Love! and when that is 
done, I think no one can depend too much on 
the meritorious Performances of Chriſt; add to 
this, that ſuch Perſons are continually medi- 
tating how they ſhall love him more and more, 
as well for himſelf (who is altogether lovely) 
as for all that he has done and ſuffered to fave 
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him, and to live like him in all Perfection, till 


V 


T they are ſent for to live with him in Heaven. 

„  . . Secondly, Another Sort of Chriſtians, who ſay 
5 they depend upon the Merits of Chriſt for Sal- 
* vation, are ſuch ho imagine their ownWorks 
== muſt be joined to his Performances, for their 
* Acceptance in the Sight of God: This is; I 
« think, a Deluſion full as fatal as the other; ; 
J for St. Paul intimates to the Romans, (ch.x1.6.) 


that our Salvation muſt either be of Grace' or 
; Works, and gives this undeniable Reaſon for 
5 115 « If it be of Works, then Grace is no mote 
Grace; but if of Grace, then Works are no 
on more Works, altho never ſo holy, to juſtify 
us in the Sight of God, and to procure Salva- 
tion for us: I therefore conclude, that who- 
ever pretend to put their Truſt in hat they 
have dane, or can do, to juſtify their Perſons 
or Services in the Sight of God, have no Share 
in the | meritorious Performances of our Lord 
Chriſt; becauſe Salvation is a free Gift pur- 
- chaſed» by Chriſt, and accordingly given of 
God to all that believe. in him, who * Faith 
and Love follow him in all the Ways of his 
Commands, till they leave this World; and 
for my own Part, I k no.] no other Way weren 
; I may obtain 4 Place in Heaven. ; 
_ Thirdly, I ſhall now addreſs myſelf to moſe 
Chriſtians who are called Nun trinitanians; 
and here I am at a very great Loſs to know, 
what ſuch Perſons will have to ſay for them 
"| ſelves, when they come. before Almighty God, 
or ney deny the Divinity and meritorious 
Fs + Oo. Tay 
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Performances of his eternal Son. Mr. Hewlett 
ſays, tis a blaſphemous Doctrine; and J fear 
many have been induced to believe the fame 
on his Account. But, my Friends, can any 
of you dare ſay, that you hate or can do any 
thing perfect in the Seht of God? Or if you 
could, will that atone for your paſt Sins, or 
procure the Favour of God now? Or can you, 
my Friends, believe with the poor deluded 
People called /Method; Ns, that you ate, or ſhall 
be perfectly free from all Sin in this Life? If 
chat could be proved, you might have ſome- 


Z thing to offer, why you [ſhould not truſt in 


the Satsfachon and meritorious Performances 
of our Lord Chriſt. But, alas! I fear all 
ſuch will be eternally ſhocked, when they 
come to appear before God, who are not 
cloathed with the perfect Righteouſneſs of his 
"Gave Son, to cover their Nakedneſs from in- 
finite Wrath 1 Therefore I would here ob- 
ſerve with Solamon, that God at firſt made 
Man upright; but, ſince his Fall, he has ſought 
out many Inventions, not how he may love 
and pleaſe the Divine Majeſty more and more, 
but how he may obtain Salvation in his own 
Way; even tho it bo by denying the Divinity, 
Satisfaction, and meritorious Performances of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: And I believe the chief 
Reaſon is, becauſe lie would avoid the narrow 
(but direct) Path which leads to Heaven, not 
being willing to ſubmit to the divine Operation 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt being | 
we en to the Soul, 1 to the Fa- 
; ther” S 


— 


Thoughts concerning the Eternal Trinity. 29 


 ther's Will, in the Senſe of his Wrath, and to 
' wait patiently under the terrible Wounds of a 


guilty Conſcience, till he is pleaſed in his Love 
to reyeal arid apply the Merits and Righteouſ- 


1 mig of his dear Chriſt, together with the 
Gifts, | Graces, and Joys of the Holy Ghoſt 
to the Soul; with which whoever is truly ac- 


quainted, will (I am perſuaded) never more 


diſpute againſt the Divinity, Satisfaction, and 
meritorious Performances of the Eternal Son 
of God; which Theartily wiſh may be applied 
to every one who truly Jefires to be found i in 
the ſure Way that leads to Heaven. 


Fourthly, and laſtly, I ſhall now address my- 


ſelf to all ſuch Chriſtians who believe in a 
Trinity of Perſons in the infinite Godhead, 


particu larly in Chriſt the ſecond Perſon, and 


alſo his Vier Performances for their Sa- 

L tisfaction and Salvation, and who are in Chriſt 
by a practical Faith and Love, delighting to 
do bis Commands, following him cr all the 
SgSelf-Denials of Sinners againſt themſelves, - 
the Temptations and Perſecutions of 4 vile 


World, and accounting it all Joy when they 
fall into any Croſſes, Temptations, and Suf- 


* 


ferings for Chris Sake: Tis you, dear Chri- 
ſtians, WhO 
bor ye 


pend on the Merits of Chriſt 
ur. Salvation (and by how much the 
2 depend on him, and what he has 


dome for you, do you not love him more and 
more ?) longing to be more like him, and re- 
1 joicing t to do the Work of God more and more, 
from à Prin 


e of divine Love derived thin 
| him. 
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Him. Ye precious Sauls now in Chriſt, that 
have felt the Terrors of divine Wrath, who 
were once almoſt ſunk into the eternal Abyſs, 
and have had the ſovereign Merits and perfect 
Righteouſneſs of your dear Redeemer applied 


to you, when under the utmoſt Confuſion for 
fear of being loſt for ever; tis you who have 


now a Scene of everlaſting Pleaſure opened to 
your View, by Faith i in the Blood and Merits 
largely of Paradiſaleal Wine, the Sweetneſs 
and Eternity of his Love, who is lovely! You 
| know you cou'd never free yourſelves from a 
State of Bondage (worſe than that of Egypt) 
| till you e in the Sufferings of Chriſt for 
Vu, and that through his meritorious Per- 
formances your Sal vation is ſecured in Heaven. 


St. Paul ſays, Tour Life is hid with Chriſt. Vou 


that are now by him made Favourites of your 
Heavenly Father, his adopted Children, and 
Fellow-Ciizens of his Houſhold, and of the 
Firſt-born which are written in Heaven; Lo 
here, ye Children of the Divine Life, Who 
believe i in the Son of God, one God witlr the 
Father, and the Holy y Ghoſt; tis you ho thus 
| believe, love, and delice y >; obey him, who 
have the broad Seal of Heaven upon your Souls, 


to wit, the Application of the meritorious 


* 


| Performances and perfect Righteouſneſs of the 
1 x eternal Saviour for your Acceptance in the 
Bf Sight of God. ' You, Ifay,..bave the Mark, 
not of them who deny: the Divinity, Satisfar- 
8 tion, and n meritorious s Performances of his A, 

Frail | , 
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ral Son, and affirm it is a blaſphemous Doc. 
trine, but the Mark and Marks of the eternal 
Spirit, whereby you are defigned to have a 


Place in Heaven; in a word, tis you, the 


dear Friends of Chriſt, who now love to obey 
all his Commands, in every Condition of Life; 
who now. by Faith behold, him ſhining: forth 
as the ſecond Perſon in the eternal Godhead; 
And doubtleſs you ſometimes want Wings to 
fly to him in Heaven, where you may love, 


obey, delight-in, worſhip and admire him, to- 
_ gether with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 


* 


as one God, and your God, for ever and ever, 


World without End. Amen. 1 
Thus, Sir, I hope (according to your Deſire) 


IT have anſwered your Letter to me; and am, 


in the certain Belief of a glorious and eternal 
Trinity, and of the meritorious Performances 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, your real Friend, 
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| HAT envious 83 ſpread the rr. 
VV Perſuading Men there is no Trinity ? 
Certain ir muſt be Beelzebub the great, 

Who firft advanc'd this grand pernicious Cheat, | 
Form'd to propoſe a Scheme for all 2 * 
Firſt to delude, and then corrupt his Mind 
From Truth to Error, till his Soul is blind; 

So that he gropes in Dark ev'n at Necaday: 
Wherea s the Scriptures plainly do diſplay | 
The — Light of Truth fromHeaven moſt free; : 
But Man, when blind by Error, cannnot 3 
The beauteous Order of the Myſterß 3 
And Union of the glorious Trinity. FO 
Alas} vain Man within himſelf is ind," X 
As we by ſad Experience daily n 


Fain wou'd he ſwiftly to the x "EY aſcend, ® 


© 


And)by his [Reaſon ſeek to comprehend 
Th'Almighty God, who ever is 'conceal'd 

In a bleſs'd Trinity, not to be reveaPd : 

And where's the Man who dares attempt to try 
To ſearch th* Abyſs of glorious Majeſty ? 

*®Tis high as Heav'n, and it's deeper too 

Than Hell's Abyſs, what then can Mortals do? 
O Mortal Men, how can ye dare deny 

The Union of the bleſſed Trinity! 

Will you the Godhead wilfully diſo wn, | 
And ſay one God the Father is alone: 
That his eternal Son may not compare _ 
With him, or in the Godhead have a Share "3 
Can any Man ſo far his Chriſt deny, 
And ſay in him there's no Divinity; 


. * 1 Fe . bs * * 


ot that he's a Creature, and not God, 
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And chus by ſubtle Speeches to decry, 


And ſay, this dottrine is vile-Blaſphemy ? _ 
O ceaſe, vain Man, by thy degrading Tongue 


To cenſure Men to thee doth Hot belong ; 


herefore ceaſe, Mortal, ceaſe, or know thy Doom; 
Who dares his Brother: judge, c on bim will Judge- 8 
ment come! = 


Great God of Hofts; one God, in Peiſors three, 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in Unity, 


15 One God moſt High, ev'n our eternal King, 


To whom may all Believers ever ſing ; 
And may the 5 Muſe at his Delire 
Have one ſmall Spark of the Seraphick Fire; 


Then will he bear his Part along the Way. | 


And imitate the bleſs*d eternal Lay; 
Then will he Raw. the great and glorious Name, 


The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, the fame - 
Co- equal, co-eſſential, and eternal Three, 


One God, in everlaſting Unity; 
Then would he ſhew the gracious Operation 


Of Father, Son, and Spirit, | in Man's Salvation; 


I'd then atteſt. there is no Certainty, 


Like this, to know there is a Trinity : 
Thus wou'd I quench malignant Sparks of Fire, 


That Demons by their Craft weak Minds inſpire .* = 
To rage and rave againſt a Trinity, „ 
And tell the World this Doctrine is a Lye; a 

I'd farther ſhew how the eternal Son 
Is one with God in his immortal Throne, 


And then would ſay according to the Spirit, 


How God propitious is thro? Chriſt's eternal Merit; 5 3 
Then wou'd 1 ſhew how all the Saints derive _ 


Their Life from Chriſt, and how in him they livre 
By faith and Love, to their great Joys Increaſe, 


And how intent they are their Lord. to pleaſe ; 


- FF Thus do the bleſs'd in Chriſt their Lord believe, , .- 4 
55 3 — ſo all Grace and Love from him receive, '1tY 3 


G a 


The HYMN. 
Wiſhing for Wings, that they may ſwiftly flix 
To Realms of Light, and praiſe him in Trinity, 
With Seraphims and Cherubims above, 

All perfect in immortal Flames of Love; 
Raviſh*d with Joy how earneſtly they long 
To ſee their Saviour's Face, and join th'erernalSong! 
All Glory to the Father be, likewiſe the Son, 
Alſo the 1 Holy Ghoſt, thoſe three in one ; ; 
Almighty God, who doth all Thought tranſcend. 
Him may we love and praiſe, World without End. 


Amen, Halletyjab. | 


